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Rosetta Debattista  
Programme Consultant

Francesca Zammit 
Events Administrator

So, take a look at the programme, 
come and see a show, and get involved 
- we look forward to seeing you during 
the 2019 / 2020 Season!

We are working hard on infrastructural changes to 
the lovely Teatru Salesjan - you will see some exciting 
changes to our seating set-up in the theatre after 
Christmas. Thanks to the Arts Council Malta’s Theatre 
Spaces - Funding Scheme, we will also be working on 
larger renovations during the summer of 2020. Read 
more about our plans for the future of Teatru Salesjan, 
later in this booklet. 

This programme wouldn’t be possible without our 
collaborators like the Sliema Local Council and the 
University of Malta, or without our generous sponsors 
and volunteers who give so much to support the 
Theatre. We thank them all for their long-running 
collaboration.

Don’t forget that Teatru Salesjan is an 
independently-run theatre, and relies 
heavily on private funding to keep it 
running successfully all year round.

Fr Charlie Said 
Executive Director 

Gisele Grima  
Arts Education  
Coordinator

James Spiteri Tanti 
Creative Director

T E A T R U  
S A L E S J A N  
B O A R D

T E AT R U 
S A L E S J A N 
S T A F F 

W E L C O M E  T O 
T H E  T E A T R U 
S A L E S J A N 
2 0 1 9  /  2 0 2 0 
S E A S O N

The team at Teatru Salesjan welcomes you to our new 
season at Sliema’s oldest community theatre, and a 
vibrant programme that we hope will entertain, enchant 
and inspire you.

We have a full calendar of events for the community, often 
involving and even created by the community, such as the 
Salesian Brigade, the Sliema Council Awards and the Choir 
of Nations, made up of local people whose origins are from 
all over the world.

We are also bringing you a number of international & local 
theatre productions, telling stories of adventure and real 
life experiences, like How to Be Lucky, Knock Knock, and 
Johann Sebastian, The Life and Passion of J.S. Bach.

Our very own training programme, supported by the 
ADRC Trust and the BOV Joseph Calleja Foundation, 
nurtures talent and creativity in children and young 
people, creating projects and fabulous initiatives such as 
Sally Sounds and Roaring Voices.

We are also planning a theatre-season specifically for 
people born in or before the 1950s hoping to kick-start a 
long term theatre season running from March to June,  
 – The Golden Years.
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T E A T R U 
S A L E S J A N : 
N U R T U R I N G 
C U L T U R E

At Teatru Salesjan,  
we nurture creativity,  
and a love for culture in  
children and young people.

Our choir and instrumental ensemble - Children’s Sally Sounds - 
invites 7 to 14 year olds who love music, to take part. The Sally  
Singers and the Sally Strings will hold auditions in September,  
and will perform to the public in December 2019 and May 2020.  
Sally Sounds is led by  pianist and educator Gisele Grima, and 
ensemble coach Wendy Dwyer, who inject an energy and a love  
for music into the project.

For those more interested in the theatre, the Shakespeare youth 
theatre group, Roaring Voices welcomes 16 - 24 year olds who are 
passionate about bringing Shakespeare’s works to life. This season, 
they will be working towards the first local production of the The  
Two Noble Kinsmen, directed by Polly March.

We are setting up a new musical theatre company, 111, offering top 
level training and performance opportunities for talented young 
singer/actors aged 16 plus, led by Director, Denise Mulholland.

We are also happy to be working on the launch of an exciting  
new project in 2020. The Choir of Nations, led by soprano Gillian 
Zammit, will welcome those living in the vicinity - whether from  
Malta or from further afield - to sing and perform a fun and lively 
repertoire together. Their debut in June 2020 is bound to delight  
our audiences.

May our education programme 
empower and energise all who 

want to take part! 
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Membership of 
Roaring Voices: €50

12 Oct, 15:00 - 19:00

13 Oct,  10:00 - 15:00

Contact 
education@tsmalta.com 

for an audition slot

R O A R I N G
V O I C E S

Membership of Sally Sounds: €50

27 Sept
17:00 - 19:30

28 Sept
14:00 - 17:00

Contact 
education@tsmalta.com
for an audition slot.

S A L L Y
S O U N D S

Roaring Voices will be holding auditions for  
participation in the production of The Two Noble  

Kinsmen by William Shakespeare and John Fletcher.

Young people aged between 16 and 24, who are  
passionate about theatre, and willing  

to collaborate, are encouraged to apply.

Young people should be ready to commit to rehearsals  
twice a week (Tuesday and Saturday evenings),  

and should be available for the performance dates  
of 29 February and 1, 7 and 8 March 2020.

Auditionees will have 2 minutes to perform an extract  
from the play, and are encouraged to prepare a speech 

or part of a speech by a character that they feel they  
could play. Auditionees should familiarise themselves  

with the play in advance. Auditions will take the form of  
group-work, followed by individual performances  

in the presence of the rest of the group.

A u d i  t i o n s
We’re looking 
forward to 
seeing all the 
young talent 
that’s out there!

Auditions will be held for 
young singers (ages 7 to 
14) who would like to join 
the Sally Singers choir 
and young string players 
(ages 8 to 14) who would 
like to join the Sally 
Strings ensemble.

For new singers, no previous 
experience in music notation  
is required, but priority may be 
given to those who already have a 
basic knowledge of music reading. 

Young string instrumentalists who play 
violin, viola, cello or double bass and are 
keen on joining the ensemble are required 
to have a minimum of Grade 3 standard in 
their reading and playing of music.

Sally Sounds training sessions are led by 
Gisèle Grima and Wendy Dwyer.
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‘The hilarious send up of 
how men think will have 

guys in stitches and is 
a must-see for women 

everywhere’

Glynn Nicholas    
Director, Scriptwriter 
Nanette Brimmer    
Co-director

Cast    
Alan Montanaro 
Alan Paris  
Joseph Zammit  
Stephen Oliver

4, 5, 6, 11, 12, 13 Oct 

20:00 
Doors open at 19:15

+16
Contains some  
strong language

Tickets:: €15 - €25

By Glynn Nicholas 
Produced by Exit Stage Right

C E R T I F I E D 
M A L E

Four affluent consultants leave the safety of their comfortable 
office and set off to an exotic resort to discuss their company’s 
impending restructuring. But all manner of hilarious surprises 
and mishaps await them at their mystery destination...

This fast-paced comedy is side-splittingly funny - yet underneath 
the hilarity lie a number of deeper and ever-relevant themes on 
modern manhood.

THE DUBLINERSupported by the Arts Council Malta and the Malta Arts Fund.
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26 Oct 

20:00 
Doors open at 19:15

All proceeds will go  
to Equal Partners 
Foundation and  
Ursuline Sisters.

Tickets: €5 - €15

Doctors and other 
hospital staff, doing 
something totally 
different from their daily 
routine and showing their 
talents for charity!

The Maltese Paediatric Association  
presents its annual charity concert,  
now in its third edition.

Be ready for a variety show full of  
drama, music, song, dance and fun. 

P A E D I A T R I C S 
U N W R A P P E D

2 0 1 9       

Aħna, l-Atturi Żgħażagħ 
Slimiżi, iddeċidejna li 
ntellgħu produzzjoni li 
għandha x’taqsam mal-mitt 
sena anniversarju mill-irvelli 
tas-Sette Giugno.

Għalhekk kien b’mod xieraq 
li din l-ewwel produzzjoni 
tagħna tkun mdawra 
madwar Manwel Attard, 
barbier ta’ sitta u għoxrin 
sena minn Strada Santa 
Marija f ’Tas-Sliema, li safa 
l-ewwel martri f ’ dawn 
l-irvellijiet fi Strada Forni. 
F’dan id-dramm se niffukaw 
l-aktar fuq: Il-kaġun u 
r-riżultati tas-Sette Giugno, 
il-bijografija tal-protagonist, 
ir-relazzjoni ta’ Attard ma’ 
martu, sħabu (speċjalment 
Ġużeppi Bartolo, Slimiż 
ieħor li spiċċa ferut f ’din it-
traġedja) u s-soċjeta’ sħiħa u 
kif il-Maltin kellhom iħallsu 
l-prezz qares tad-demm 
għall-ħobż li tant kellhom 
bżonn għall-għajxien 
tagħhom.

Direzzjoni ta’ Joshua Edgar Grogan Dalli

19 Oct

20:00
Il-bibien jiftħu 19:15

20 Oct

19:00
Il-bibien jiftħu 18:15

Biljetti: €8, tfal €4

“Għall-loqma ħobż 
kellna nħallsu  
bid-demm”

D E M M  
I L - P A R R U C C H I E R

1 9 1 9



15

5

Hamlet is a drama about life and 
death, and about the ambiguous 
relationships between people.

Our heroine, a mentally unstable 
young woman, identifies herself with 
her namesake, Shakespeare’s Ophelia. 
Reading is her only lifeline – when she 
reads, she finds peace and serenity.

Reading Hamlet, she tries to 
understand what has happened to 
her. Words take shape, characters 
come alive and through the story told 
by Shakespeare, Ophelia relives the 
dramatic events of her own life.

Join Ophelia on a journey through  
the darkest alleys of the human soul.

1, 2 Nov

20:00
Doors open at 19:15

Tickets: €10 - €20

H
A

M
L

E
T

“Hamlet from  
imPerfect  
Dancers  
Company,  
a gift from the  
Dance World.”

LUCA PINTO
i lchaos.com

Dance workshop 

2 Nov

9:00 - 10:30 

€30
Walter Matteini & Ina Broeckx    
Directors
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Past awardees
 
2015
Salvu Bugeja  Artist
Alfons Matia Galea  Filantropu
Guido Lanfranco  Edukatur u Storiku
Antoinette Miggiani  Soprano

2016
Mr. Alex Manche’  Kirurgu 
Tony Nicholl  Sportiv 
Tony Terribile  Kittieb, Xandar Edukatur u Storiku 
Joe Frarrugia  Ex. Għalliem 
Edwin J. Meli  Sportiv 

2017
Winston L. Zammit Riċerkatur, Storiku u Kittieb,
Wilfred Pirotta  l-ewwel Sportiv Nazzjonali 1960
Maurice Walsh  Ex. Plejer ma’ Sliema Wanderers
Johnny Navarro  Attur u Xandar
Victor Gauci  Ex. Ambaxxatur

2018
Terry Lubrano Bencini  Attriċi, Kantanta u Subrette
Dame MarieTherese Vassallo Mezzo Soprano u  
Għalliema tal-Mużika
Tania Gera Mara tad-Dar
Shania Attard  Studenta u Abbatina
Patri Winstin H. Born O. P.  Kittieb u Xandar

A selection of the most 
beautiful art songs for voice, 
harp and cello, as well as some 
of the repertoire’s most famous 
pieces for cello and harp, 
including music by Strauss, 
Duparc, Tosti and Fauré.

The strong feeling of intimacy 
between the performers allows 
them to reflect the emotions 
within the poems and music, 
and impart these delicate 
emotions to the audience.

This concert forms part of the 
Malta Philharmonic Orchestra’s 
Chamber Music Series.

10 Nov

20:00
Doors open 19:15

Tickets: €10 - €20

Gillian Zammit  
Soprano
Britt Arend 
Harp
Frank Camilleri  
Cello

“If you love 
great poetry 

and  
great music,  

art songs  
are for you” 

bachtrack.com

K A N T I L E N A

6 Nov 

19:00 
Doors open at 18:15
Free event, open to all

A night of 
awards and 

entertainment, 
celebrating 
Sliema and  
its people.

The audience 
is welcome to a 
reception after  

the event.
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In This Place, Every Child Is 
Destined To Be A Soldier.

"In a small space this actor 
has created a universe”

BROA DWAYBABY

Knock Knock describes what it’s like to be 
a parent in the shadow of armed conflict. 
The play follows the journey of Ilana, a single 
mother whose job as an Israeli Officer of 
Casualty Notifications is to knock on the 
door of families whose sons or daughters 
have been lost in war. Her conflict between 
motherhood and her duty as a citizen 
reaches a deafening climax when her only 
son chooses to serve on the front line.

Played entirely by Niv Petel, this immersive 
physical mono-drama cuts through the 
thick curtain of politics to tell a story about 
parenthood, friendship, love and sacrifice.

16, 17 November

20:00
Doors open 19:15

13+

Tickets: €10 - €20

Niv Petel

   K N O C K    

K N O C K
KNOCK
 
   KNOCK
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Maria has been entrusted to a convent as a promise 
made by her dying mother to make sure she is led 
away from temptation. But Maria wants to explore the 
excitement of life and instead spends her time listening 
to the lively flamenco dance and song coming from the 
neighbouring Tablao.

She ventures out of the convent and falls into the arms 
of Juan, the lively and mischievous leading flamenco 
dancer, who quickly forgets his promise of love to his 
lover, Lola and runs away with Maria.

Jealousy is overcome in this touching story of true love.

Three things you 
should never break: 
promises, trust and 

someone’s heart

A story of promises, love, 
heartbreak and joy entwined, 
explored and displayed through 
the passion of flamenco. 

Alegria’s latest production is a 
Flamenco dance narration based 

on an old novel written by  
a Maltese author.  

23, 24 Nov 

20:00 
Doors open 19:15

+4

An exhibition of work by local 
artist Josette Fenech will be on 
show in the theatre foyer.

Tickets: €13 - €20

P R O    

M E

S A S

Estelle Bonello Sant, Ema Marie Attard, 
Ana Maria Espinosa Rodriguez,  
Nicola Henson

Choreographers

Ingrid Sciberras   

Director, Producer

Performed by the members of Alegria 
Academia and Alegria Dance Company
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T H E  
G R I N C H

An unforgettable show 
for the whole  family!

Kinga Varga 
Director  
Choreographer  
Light Designer 

Kolibri Visual   
Set Designer

Ágnes Mittelholcz  
Costume Designer

Cast 

Tamas Kiss  
Hannah Eden 
Barbara Minacori 
Jack Thomas Hilton  
Nicole Ratti 
Evelyne De Weerdt 
Noémie Larcheveque 
Loise Do

29, 30 Nov

10:30
Doors open 09:45

4+

Tickets: €18 - €28

We are in far away Whoville, 
home of the Whos. Not 
far from Whoville lives the 
Grinch who was once, himself 
a Who. But the Grinch left 
Whoville and now lives with 
his dog Max in a dark corner 
of Mount Crumpit.

Cindy Lou-Who persuades 
the Grinch to join the Whos’ 
Christmas festivities, but a 
prank goes wrong, and the 
hurt Grinch flees Whoville. 
He hatches a plan to spoil 
Christmas for the Whos, 
and steal their Christmas 
presents.

Follow the story of the Grinch, 
who thinks he’s grumpy, but 
really just wants love and 
friendship for Christmas.

Guest performers 

Mandy Dance Academy

Paul Curmi Dance  
Company
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At Sally Sounds, our aim 
is to nurture, embrace 
and encourage 
music talent so as 
to offer children the 
opportunity to develop 
the core foundational 
skills in vocal and 
instrumental practice. 
Through the wonders 
of music, we aim to 
unlock the individuality 
of each child, in turn 
allowing all children 
to become creative 
thinkers, good listeners, 
confident performers 
and respectful friends.

8 Dec

11:00
Doors open 10:15

Entry by donation

Formerly known as 
the Teatru Salesjan 
Choir & Chamber 
groups, the newly 
named Sally 
Sounds is a choir 
of talented voices 
and instrumental 
sounds from local 
communities.

S A L L Y
S O U N D S

Akkad emja 
tal-Oratorju 
201 9
A showcase of our 
youthful and creative 
reality, as experienced at 
the Salesian Oratory in 
Sliema. 

A wonderful occasion 
that gathers all the 
members, families, past 
pupils and friends.

6 Dec

19:30
Doors open 18:45

Entry by donation

Founded in 1908, the Oratory 
has been working relentlessly 
to provide a holistic educational 
programme that helps the 
young person to become honest 
citizens and good persons. 

Famil y  C onc er t
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J U N I O R S

From the guys who bring you the 
Comedy Knights comes a brand 
new show aimed specifically at 
families! Ever wanted something 
other than panto to take your kids 
out to at Christmas?  Well this 
Christmas you are in luck, as the 
Crazy Guys of the Comedy Knights 
bring you a brand new Christmas 
show perfect for families with 
children 3 - 13 years of age!

Written and Directed by 
Malcolm Galea (Complete 
History of Malta More or 
Less), this show will take 
families on a journey like 
never before.

School shows:   16 - 20 Dec
Public shows:   20 Dec - 5 Jan

Early Bird Tickets: starting from €10

Family discounts available

The Comedy Knights are 
back for their seventh year 

running!  Following last 
year’s sell out success, the 
Knights return with more 
hilarious laughter, with a 
whole bunch of new and 

exciting characters, along 
with the favourites all of 

Sliema has come to love.

Starring all your favourite 
Comedy Knights, plus some 

surprise guests - this will be 
one show you will not want 

to miss this Christmas!

26 Dec - 12 Jan

14+

Early Bird Tickets:  
starting from €10 

Cast
Chris Dingli, Marc Cabourdin, 
Jo Caruana, Pia Zammit, Steve Hili, 
Colin Fitz, Thomas Camilleri,  
Chantelle Micallef Grimaud

Wesley Ellul 
Director
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Salesian Brigade

Żeża tal-Flagship 
hija kummiedja 
mimlija gideb, 
qerq u suspetti 
bejn il-miżżewġin 
u saħansitra iz-
zijiet, neputijiet, 
qraba u sefturi.  

It-tabib Anaklet Chetcuti iqum 
minn raqda wara lejl jixrob u 
tbaħrid karnivalesk fi ħdan 
Żeża,  tfajla ferm magħrufa fil-
Balzunetta.  Il-ħajja kemxejn 
lussuża tat-tabib tgħoġobha 
ferm lil Żeża  u minkejja 
l-preżenza tal-mara tat-tabib, 
Kunċett, Żeża  tiddeċiedi li tibqa’ 
tħuf warajh.  

Meta iz-ziju ta’ Anaklet, Gregorju, 
iħawwad lil Żeża mal-mara 
tat-tabib, Anaklet ikollu jieħu 
lil Żeża t-tieġ tan-neputija fl-
Imdina.  M’ghandniex xi ngħidu, 
is-sitwazzjoni tikkumplika ruħha 
mhux ħazin.

24, 25 Jan

19:00
Il-bibien jiftħu 18:45

Tickets: €10

1 1 1  is an exciting new musical theatre 
program offering top level training and 
performance opportunities for talented 
young artists aged 16 and over. 111 aims to 
produce bold new realisations of major works 
from the core musical theatre repertoire.

Over a 9 week period, Denise Mulholland will 
be directing and coaching a company of 12 
singer/actors culminating in performances 
held on 19, 20, 21 June 2020.

This performance will be a musical revue 
tailored to the students' individual strengths.

The content will be drawn from 
contemporary musical theatre, but the 
finished piece will be created and devised by 
the company.

Membership of 111: €50

1, 2 Feb

Contact 
education@tsmalta.com
for an audition slot.

Z E Z A  
T A L - F L A G S H I P

A
U

D
IT

IO
N

S
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A weekend of sharing talent, ideas, experiences, and creativity 
through music, hosted by the Malta Sound Women Network. 
Audiences of all ages and from all backgrounds are welcome to 
attend workshops, hear discussions, listen to music, and make  
new friendships during this weekend full of ideas and themes 
linked with all kinds of electronic music.

Hear from industry professionals about women in electronic 
music, see musicians performing, and get tips on putting yourself 
out there as a musician and artist. Workshops and events will be 
for all ages and genders - morning workshops will be age-oriented 
with something for children, teens, and adults.

15 Feb 
11:00 - 23:00

16 Feb 
14:00 - 21:00

M S W N 
P R E S E N T S :

G I R L S  T O   T H E 

F 
R

N 
T

The Choir of Nations welcomes 
anyone over 40, to become part of a 
welcoming community choir. Men 
and women from all over the world 
who are living in Sliema, are invited to 
audition for The Choir of Nations. Over 
a ten-week period, Gillian Zammit will 
direct and coach a choir of up to forty 
voices, culminating in a performance 
at the end of June.

Membership of Choir of Nations: €50

1, 2 Feb

Contact 
education@tsmalta.com
for an audition slot.A

U
D

IT
IO

N
S

No previous experience 
is necessary - so join 
us to be a part of this 
multicultural chorus.
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This little-known Shakespearian tale 
tells the story of cousins valiantly 
battling for their native city and a hand 
in marriage.

On the day planned for his wedding 
to Hippolyta, Duke Theseus of Athens 
is petitioned by three queens to go to 
war against King Creon of Thebes, who 
has deprived their dead husbands of 
proper burial rites. In Thebes, the ‘two 
noble kinsmen’, cousins Palamon and 
Arcite, realise that their own hatred 
of Creon’s tyranny must be put aside 
while their native city is in danger, but 
in spite of their valour in battle it is 
Theseus who is victorious.

Imprisoned in Athens, the cousins 
catch sight of Hippolyta’s sister, Emilia, 
and both fall instantly in love with her. 
Will they fight to the death for her 
hand in marriage?

T H E  T W O 
N O B L E 
K I N S M E N

THE TWO 
NOBLE 
KINSMEN

29 Feb
1, 7, 8 Mar 

19:30
Doors open at 18:45

12+ 

Tickets: €10

“Where every 
seeming good’s 

a certain evil”

Polly March 
Director

A true breakthrough, and a company with 
a particular edge, youth theatre company, 
Roaring Voices, is bringing Shakespeare back 
to the centre of the community, where his work 
belongs. Shakespeare wrote his work to be 
performed, not to be read. Full bloodied, lively, 
fierce, flawed, loving, men and women inhabit 
the worlds he creates. Humanity is there in all  
its different shapes and guises.

The young company work together intensively, 
and perform with confidence and clarity. This 
season, they will bring you The Two Noble 
Kinsmen, in an energy-filled performance.

Following the success of Roaring Voices’ first 
production, this is the company’s second 
opportunity to allow new talent to give 
Shakespeare’s work expression through their  
own contemporary experiences.

About Roaring Voices
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13 Mar  17:00 

14 Mar  11:00, 14:30 sensory friendly, 17:00

15 Mar  11:00, 14:30

3+

Tickets: €12 - €35

“Children’s theatre doesn’t  
come much better than this.” 

THE STAGE

-  L I V E  O N  S T A G E

R O O M 
O N  T H E 

JnD Promotions

Producer

Jump on board the broom with 
the witch and her cat in Tall 
Stories’ fun-filled adaptation of 
Room on the Broom, the best-
selling picture book by Julia 
Donaldson and Axel Scheffler.

The witch and her cat are 
travelling on their broomstick 
when they pick up some 
hitch-hikers – a friendly dog, 
a beautiful green bird and a 
frantic frog. But this broomstick 
is not meant for five and – 
CRACK – it snaps in two... just as 
the hungry dragon appears!

Will there ever be room on the 
broom for everyone? Find out 
in the magical Olivier Award 
nominated show for everyone 
aged 3 and up.

Image © Tall Stories

B R O O M



3736

C O X  
A N D  
B O X

A charming and hilarious 
piece of Victorian theatre, 
Cox and Box captures  
all the polite absurdity  
of that singularly  
straight-laced era.

A comic opera 
by Sullivan 
about sharing 
an apartment  
- and hating it

Follow the misadventures of an 
unscrupulous landlord who collects  
double rent on a single room, by renting 
it out to two different people who work 
at different times of the day - ensuring 
that they never meet. Of course, all sorts 
of absurd confusions and vexations arise 
from this situation, with both tenants 
complaining that the furniture in their room 
is repeatedly moved by a mysterious agency, 
while their food keeps disappearing!

There’s a happy ending though, with a 
surprise at the end of this topsy-turvy tale!

Tama Matheson

Director

Tom Armitage

Pianist

Cast
Tama Matheson

Ken Scicluna

Tom Birch

28, 29 Mar

19:30
Doors open 18:45

Tickets: €10 - €20

‘Step up for Parkinson’s 
is a family, and together 
we build a home’

Joey, David and Carmen have 
Parkinson’s disease. At first they  
felt defeated, but then they  
found a family. Watch them dance, 
and listen to their stories.

17 March

20:00
Doors open 19:15

12+

Tickets: €2 Where there is love, there is hope.

Natalie Muschamp

Director
Choreographer

P A R K I N S O N ’ S

S T E P

U P

F O R
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B A C H

4, 5 April

20:00
Doors open 19:15

16+

Tickets: €10 - €20

Tama Matheson 
Director

Davina Clarke
Violin

Tom Birch
Voice

“We have never 
heard Bach so clearly  
- a magical evening.”

PRE SIDE NT OF THE  
BAC H SOC IE T Y 

AUSTRA LIA

Chronicling the life of perhaps the greatest 
composer in the entire Western canon, 
this performance traces - amid a setting 
of Bach’s incomparable music - the 
longings, desires, urges, and inspirations 
that drove him to his miraculous creations.
Johann Sebastian is a desperately moving, 
often funny, always fascinating insight 
into the life of one of the world’s most 
indispensable artists.

T H E  L I F E  A N D 
P A S S I O N  O F

A MUSIC O-DR AMA  
WI TH TA M A M ATHE SON  
DAVINA C L A R KE & FRIE NDS

A WORD&MUSIC PRODUCTION
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2, 3 May

20:00 
Doors open at 19:15 

12+

Tickets: €10 - €15 

Let this  
true-life love 
story from 
World War II 
take you back 
to the wild days 
of Valletta’s 
most famous 
street.

Beautiful 
Christina  
meets dashing 
Flying Officer 
Warburton  
and the rest  
is history!

STAR OF STRAIT STREET  
had its first performance 
in Strait Street in 2017 and 
has since had successful 
performances throughout 
Malta as well as in London, 
Winchester, San Francisco, 
Sydney, Melbourne, and 
Adelaide.

POLLY MARCH &  
LARISSA BONACI 
star in a musical play by 
Philip Glassborow

Philip Glassborow 
Director 
Geoff Thomas    
Musical Director
Emma Loftus   
Choreographer

This musical play tells the story of the beautiful 
singer Christina Ratcliffe, who arrives to entertain 
the troops at The Morning Star in “The Gut” before 
the outbreak of hostilities. Working in the Lascaris 
War Rooms and being awarded the British Empire 
Medal for her services to the RAF, Christina falls in 
love with an RAF hero who takes off on just one 
more sortie...

Featuring wartime standards like “I’ll Be Seeing 
You” alongside original songs such as “Welcome to 
Valletta”, this show is a feast for theatre and music 
lovers, enthusiasts of Maltese history and anyone 
looking for a good time!

‘A passionate, funny, bittersweet 
romance by Philip Glassborow, 

woven through with popular songs 
of WWII and new numbers that 

effortlessly fit the genre like a glove.’

BRIA N SIBLE Y
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Every race, every people has sung of love, 
loss, pain and joy through the flute. While 
the scales and rhythms may vary, the 
sentiments are always the same. 

This concert is a celebration of our multi-
cultural world and the music that binds us 
as people.

16, 17 May

20:00 
Doors open at 19:15

4+

Tickets: €10 - €20

O  
N
E

Nicola  
Woodward

“We’ve been taken on a 
journey… a historic, technical, 
artistic and musical journey. 
This hall has been filled with 
the most wonderful sound.”

U3A

O
N
E

W
O
R
L
D

F
L
U
T
E

24 May

11:00
Doors open 10:15

Entry by donation

Join us on this, the second 
Sally Sounds performance 
of the season, and see the 
children in the choir and 
ensemble, once again  
bring their love of music  
to the theatre.

Famil y  C onc er t

S A L L Y
S O U N D S

The children will be making 
the most of their opportunity 
to grow and develop their 
talents - through the wonders 
of music, we aim to unlock the 
individuality of each child, in 
turn allowing all children to 
become creative thinkers, good 
listeners, confident performers 
and respectful friends.
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An evening of cabaret, 
featuring dancers, musicians 
and actors accompanied by 
their guests

30, 31 May 

20:00 

8+

Tickets: €7

Ilona Baldacchino 
Director 

‘I noticed that many have improved so 
much in their artistic abilities, showing 
more self-confidence and enthusiasm 
whilst performing.’

O
P

E
N

I
N

G

D O O R S

Performed by  
the members of  
Opening Doors

H O W  T O  B E 

L U C K Y

An Invisible Man Theatre production

A searingly emotional journey into 
the reality of ordinary people put into 
extraordinary circumstances.

Following many dozens of in-depth 
interviews and conversations with 
Syrian refugees, How to be Lucky 
examines the realities - spanning  
seven years - of an ordinary family  
that is forced through many trials  
and across many countries to stay  
alive against the odds and to  
rebuild a future.

5, 6 June

20:00
Doors open 19:15

Each performance will  
be followed by a Q&A  
with writer-director  
and the actor.

13+
There are many real 
images used on 
screens throughout the 
performance of the Syrian 
war and displacement 
camps which some might 
find difficult.

Tickets: €10 - €20

Stephen Burke 
Director, Writer

Cast 
Nicholas Gauci

ILONA BA LDACC HIN O
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F I N I S H I N G  T H E 
H A T

111, the Sally’s Musical Theatre Company,  premières  
with Finishing the Hat, directed by Denise Mulholland

Finishing the Hat celebrates creativity in all its 
forms, combining solos, duets, trios, ensembles, 
choreographies and scenes, and offering 
audiences a chance to enjoy some of the best 
contemporary musical theatre repertoire.The 
new content will be drawn from contemporary 
musical theatre, but the finished piece will be 
created and devised by the company.

111 - the Sally’s Musical Theatre Company - is an 
exciting new musical theatre program offering  
top level training and performance opportunities 
for talented young artists aged 16 and over.

20, 21 June

20:00
Doors open 19:15

Tickets: €10 - €15

The Sally Choir of Nations 
will close its first season  
with a fun-filled concert  
for friends and family.

The multi-cultural choir will perform a 
selection of contemporary, gospel and 
classical choral music from various countries. 
All the repertoire will be performed in the 
original language and will offer the audience 
a chance to enjoy a multi-cultural evening of 
fun choral singing.

27 June

20:00
Doors open 7:15

Tickets: €10 - €15

C H O I R

O F

N A T I O N S



More information on 
Teatru Salesjan and 
each performance, 
along with booking 
details can be  
found on

w w w. t s m a l t a . c o m

Contact us

By email: info@tsmalta.com
By phone: +356 77997000 

Monday to Friday (09:00 – 18:00)

Teatru Salsejan

45, Ġużè Howard street
Tas-Sliema, Malta
SLM1752

www.tsmalta.com
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2 0 1 9

Friday 27
Auditions: Sally Singers
Auditions: Sally Strings

Saturday 28
Auditions: Sally Singers
Auditions: Sally Strings

S E P T E M B E R

Friday 4 Certified Male

Saturday 5 Certified Male

Sunday 6 Certified Male

Friday 11 Certified Male

Saturday 12
Certified Male
Auditions: Roaring Voices

Sunday 13
Certified Male
Auditions: Roaring Voices

Saturday 19 Demm il-Parrucchier

Sunday 20 Demm il-Parrucchier

Saturday 26 Paediatrics Unwrapped

O C T O B E R

Friday 1 Hamlet

Saturday 2 Hamlet

Wednesday 6 Tas-Sliema Wirt u Niesha 2019

Sunday 10 Kantilena

Saturday 16 Knock Knock

N O V E M B E R

D A T E S 
F O R
Y O U R 
D I A R Y
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Saturday 28
Christmas Caper
Comedy Knights

Sunday 29
Christmas Caper
Comedy Knights

Monday 30
Christmas Caper
Comedy Knights

Tuesday 31
Christmas Caper
Comedy Knights

2 0 2 0

Wednesday 1
Christmas Caper
Comedy Knights

Thursday 2
Christmas Caper
Comedy Knights

Friday 3
Christmas Caper
Comedy Knights

Saturday 4
Christmas Caper
Comedy Knights

Sunday 5
Christmas Caper
Comedy Knights

Monday 6 Comedy Knights

Tuesday 7 Comedy Knights

Wednesday 8 Comedy Knights

J A N U A R Y

Sunday 17 Knock Knock

Saturday 23 Promesas

Sunday 24 Promesas

Friday 29 The Grinch

Saturday 30 The Grinch

Friday 6 Akkademja tal-Oratorju

Sunday 8 Sally Sounds Concert

Monday 16 Christmas Caper (school show)

Tuesday 17 Christmas Caper (school show)

Wednesday 18 Christmas Caper (school show)

Thursday 19 Christmas Caper (school show)

Friday 20 Christmas Caper (school show)

Saturday 21 Christmas Caper

Sunday 22 Christmas Caper

Monday 23 Christmas Caper

Tuesday 24 Christmas Caper

Wednesday 25 Christmas Caper

Thursday 26
Christmas Caper
Comedy Knights

Friday 27
Christmas Caper
Comedy Knights

D E C E M B E R
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Saturday 2 The Star of Strait Street

Sunday 3 The Star of Strait Street

Saturday 16 One World, One Flute

Sunday 17 One World, One Flute

Sunday 24 Sally Sounds Concert

Saturday 30 Opening Doors

Sunday 31 Opening Doors

M AY

Friday 5 How to Be Lucky

Saturday 6 How to Be Lucky

Saturday 20 Finishing the Hat

Sunday 21 Finishing the Hat

Saturday 27 Choir of Nations

J U N E

Saturday 1
Auditions: 111
Auditions: Choir of Nations

Sunday 2
Auditions: 111
Auditions: Choir of Nations

Saturday 15 Girls to the Front

Sunday 16 Girls to the Front

Saturday 29 The Two Noble Kinsmen

F E B R U A R Y

Sunday 1 The Two Noble Kinsmen

Saturday 7 The Two Noble Kinsmen

Sunday 8 The Two Noble Kinsmen

Friday 13 Room on the Broom

Saturday 14 Room on the Broom

Sunday 15 Room on the Broom

Tuesday 17 Step Up for Parkinson’s

M A R C H

Thursday 9 Comedy Knights

Friday 10 Comedy Knights

Saturday 11 Comedy Knights

Sunday 12 Comedy Knights

Saturday 24 Żeża tal-Flagship

Sunday 25 Żeża tal-Flagship

Saturday 4 Johann Sebastian, The Life and Passion of  
J.S. Bach

Sunday 5 Johann Sebastian, The Life and Passion of  
J.S. Bach

A P R I L

Saturday 28 Cox and Box

Sunday 29 Cox and Box



5756

T H E 
G O L D E N

Fun, entertaining and 
moving musical and 
theatrical productions will 
be held during the day in 
a comfortable setting with 
tea and cake! 
Musical walks along the 
Sliema promenade, as 
well as card games and 
tombola afternoons will 
be part of this wonderful 
series of events.

Teatru Salesjan is 
working on a very 
special project, 
scheduled for 2020. 

The Golden Years is 
planned to be a theatre 
season specifically 
designed to meet the 
needs of people born 
before 1950.

We can’t produce 
this project alone, 
and are looking 
for sponsors and 
partners who can 
help us bring our 
ideas to life. Please 
do get in touch if you 
are able to support 
The Golden Years!

Y E A R S

G E T  I N V O LV E D  

-  C A L L  F O R 

V O L U N T E E R S

Would you like to be part of a theatre at the heart of the 
community? Our volunteers donate their time to the 
running of the theatre, creating a positive and welcoming 
atmosphere for performers and audiences alike.

As a voluntary organisation, we have limited resources but 
our ambitions and standards are high. We offer a unique 
working environment in the atmosphere of a theatre and 
different roles across the organisation. We’re a small team, 
with friendly people from lots of different backgrounds 
and interests. 

If you can donate some of your time, and would like to 
volunteer in a fun, theatrical environment, we’d love to 
have you on board!

Please get in touch by emailing 
f rancesca@tsmalta.com

Join our team and 
make a difference 
in the community.
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S P O N S O R

Operating as a voluntary 
organisation Teatru Salesjan 
has always relied on the 
generosity of its friends, 
patrons, benefactors and 
audiences to help sustain 
the theatre's numerous 
productions and activities.

P R I V A T E

Our theatre and spaces are available 
for rent, and can be used for seminars, 
workshops, private functions and 
private performances.

With a capacity of 150 standing, 
200 cabaret-style seated, and 452 
traditional theatre style seated, we 
can host for all types of events. Our 
venue is ideal for dinners, corporate 
events, product launches, receptions, 
and conferences.

Facilities include wi-fi, projector, 
screen and sound system.

Teatru Salesjan is a self-funded 
community theatre in the 

heart of Sliema. 

Continuing support of this 
kind is of huge importance. 
We appreciate and welcome 
all benefactors, those who 
can contribute a little as well 
as those who are in a position 
to donate substantially.

If you can offer sponsorship 
through funding or services  
in-kind, and you would like 
to contribute to a theatre at 
the heart of the community, 
please contact us to discuss a 
successful collaboration.

We invite you to 
be part of our 
theatre’s vision. 

Let Teatru Salesjan help 
you make your event  
a successful one.

Contact us for more information

E V E N T S



Giuseppe Calì

T H E  V I R T U E S  
O F  M A N K I N D 

Above the Teatru Salesjan proscenium is a very 
special painting in oil on stone by Maltese artist 
Giuseppe Calì. The painting depicts The Virtues  
of Mankind; Faith, Honesty, Morals, Knowledge 
and Goodness, and was inaugurated in 1910 by 
Dun Allegra.

Faith is represented by the enthroned female 
figure in the centre of the composition, 
arms raised and looking up towards Heaven. 
Knowledge, on her right, is a thoughtful woman 
with a globe, looking out onto the theatre below 
her. Honesty, on Faith’s left holds both a rose and 
a small scales in her hands. Morals sits on the 

an old man (who is said to have been modelled  
on a local Sliema man), comforting a young boy.

The painting itself is surrounded by plaster relief 
and pre-art deco stucco filled with symbolism, 
probably designed by Calì himself, but executed 
by Vincenzo Cardona. Other embellishments 
include a trompe l’oeil of an eagle removing a 
curtain covering the painting itself, and a set of 
theatre and musical depictions to one side of the 
composition. The palm leaves above the painting 
represent the martyrs of the Christian Faith.

right of the painting, with a small boy 
who is trying to escape from the  
serpent coming out of a book below 
them. Lastly Goodness, is represented by 
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A B O U T  T H E 
S A L E S I A N S

T H E  T E A T R U 
S A L E S J A N 
T E A M

We thank our team of volunteers, past and present, and 
friends who have kindly given their time and expertise

Alfred Borg, Winston Galea, Joseph Camilleri, Josette Camilleri, Cynthia Bonnici, 
Audrey Azzopardi, Myriam Galea Mascari, John Schembri, Marie Dominique Galea, 
Manwel Bartolo, Monica Bartolo, Connie Camilleri , Simon Camilleri, Josanne Camilleri, 
Keane Fava, Michela Tabone, Margaret Buhagiar and Rita Camilleri at the Salesian 
Press, Ana Matkova, Fabien Maillot, Gabriel Farrugia, Margerita Pulè, Emma Micallef, 
Maite Larraz, Luis Rodríguez, Rafael Mielczarek,  Miguel Santos, João Candeias, 
Christian Cuschieri, Steven Camilleri, Charlotte Stafrace, Moritz Zavan,Melissa Lamb, 
Matthew Gellel, Sergio Costa, Elyse Tonna, Leon Xuereb, Rita Xuereb, Maria Rosa 
Thornhill, Annelise Abela, Edward Cuschieri, Fiona Hornstein, Paula Fleri-Soler, Anna 
Grima, Finlay Rowe-Beddoe, Roderick and Mary Rose Chalmers, James Vasallo,  
The Amber Spark, Judit Sandor at Hermes Corporation, Faye Marie Gauci Grech at 
Training To Malta and Raul at Erasmus CPA.

Rosetta Debattista  
Programme Consultant

Francesca Zammit 
Events Administrator

Fr Charlie Said 
Executive Director 

Gisele Grima  
Arts Education  
Coordinator

James Spiteri Tanti 
Creative Director

T E A T R U  
S A L E S J A N  
B O A R D

T E AT R U 
S A L E S J A N 
S T A F F 

Opening Doors, French Theatre Improvisation, The Faculty of Social Well Being and  
The Faculty of Media and Knowledge Sciences within the University of Malta,  
Sliema Local Council.

Collaborators

The Salesians are a Roman Catholic 
organisation founded in the late 
nineteenth century by Saint John 
Bosco, an Italian priest. He dedicated 
his life working for children and youth, 
establishing oratories and houses, and 
creating the Salesian Family, which today 
is a world-wide and vibrant organisation 
encompassing several entities. 

The Salesians have been present in the 
Maltese Islands since 1903. 

Founded in 1908 Teatru Salesjan 
has been an active focus for local 
creativity for many generations 
and retains its primary mission as a 
community theatre “in the hearts of 
its community”.
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F U T U R E 
P L A N S

We’re working towards developing teams that 
can help us grow this initiative together, taking 
community outreach to a new level of engagement. 
But fancy terms are not enough to get this going. We 
want to make sure that the building is ready for this 
wave of love towards the arts. 

In 2018 we unveiled a long-term structural plan 
which would help transform the theatre building 
into a contemporary, accessible arts centre for the 
community. Drawn up by Chris Briffa Architects, the 
plans include a contemporary redesign of structural 
and aesthetic elements that were added over the 
years, removal and re-construction of the side annex, 
and the creation of two new performance spaces. 
These plans showcase the original features of this old 
building in the midst of a sleek contemporary design. 

Planning is currently underway for the first phase of 
this project, which will see its first implementation in 
the summer of 2020. 

Whilst preserving the much-loved patina of the old 
building we are giving the Teatru Salesjan a new 
lease of life, creating flexible environments that suit 
the needs of today and answer to the hopes of a new 
generation.

Seeing the wonder on the faces of the young people 
who come along and start to understand how a 
theatre works is priceless. Teatru Salesjan is a magical 
place, so quiet and dark when it’s empty yet so alive 
and humming with activity when we open our doors 
to an audience and the place starts to fill up.

Through a strategic partnership with Arts Council 
Malta, we have managed to kick start a long process 
which will further establish Teatru Salesjan as the 
go-to venue for community work of quality. Whilst 
respecting the building's long heritage, we want to 
look forward and establish standards that are worthy 
of a theatre in the 21st century. 

This old building renews itself for 
each generation of youngsters 

who find fascination in its 
old fly-towers and the narrow 

corridors under the stage.

Teatru Salesjan is not a museum. Time has not stood 
still within these walls. The music may have changed 
but young people are still coming to the theatre to 
dance, sing and act, to write, to paint and to laugh 
and to form friendships that will last a lifetime. 





And one final note...

To al l d irectors , producers , 
l oca l and foreign art ists , 
mus ic ians , actors , dancers , 
des igners , stage managers , 
tutors , and performers on  
our stage this season

T O I

T O I
T O I
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